CLAIMS 



system^ comprising; 
for viewing a video program in 



We claim: 

1 !• A video viewing 

2 a display screer 

3 progress; 

4 at least one summary frame superimposed on said 

5 display screen along with said video program in 

6 progress, said at least one summary frame comprising a 

7 past frame from said video program in progress. 



1 2. A video viewing ^stem as recited in claim 1 

2 wherein said selectind said at least one summary frame 

3 displays a video segment on said viewing screen 

4 corresponding to said summary frame. 
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3 . A video viewing sVstem as recited in claim 1 
comprising a pluralitfy^ of/said summary frames each 



corresponding to a pj5is 
in progress. 



4. A video viewing 
further comprising at ] 
comprising a future 
progress. 



System as recited in claim 1 
east one preview frame 

from said video program in 



frame 



5. A video viewing 
wherein selecting said 
hyperlinks the video 
playing from said se 



frame from said video program 



system as recited in claim 1 
at least one summary frame 
program in progress to begin 
lected summary frame. 
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1 6. A video viewind system as recited in claim 4 

2 wherein selecting one of said summary frame and said 

3 preview frame hyperlinks the video program in progress 

4 to begin playing from! said selected one of said summary 

5 frame and said previey frame. 
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7. A user interactive Ivideo viewing system, comprising: 
a display screen for viewing a video program; 
at least one summary frame superimposed on said 

display screen, said at least one summary frame 

comprising one of a past or future frame from said 

program; 

a control means fot allowing a user to change said 



video program and for a: 



of said video program 
summary frame. 

8. A user interactive 
in claim 7 wherein saL 
television system. 



lowing said user to select said 



at least one summary frame to play at least a segment 



responding to said selected 



io viewing system as recited 
^wing system comprises a 
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9. A user interactive video viewing system as recited 
in claim 8 wherein said summary frames remain on said 
display screen when said \^ideo program is preempted. 

\ 

\ u 

10. A user interactive video viewing system as recited 



in claim 8 wherein the \^sei\ can delete said summary 
frames from said display sclreen. 



11. A user interactive vUdep viewing system as recited 
in claim 7 wherein said vrewLng system comprises client 



3 connected to a server, 

1 12. A user interactive video viewing system as recited 

2 in claim 11 wherein selecting said at least one said 

3 summary frame hyperlinks said server to start playing 

4 said video from said summary frame, 

1 13. A method for informing a viewer of the content of 

2 a video program in progress, comprising the steps of: 

3 selecting a plurality of summary frames depicting 

4 selected events from a video program; 

5 embedding said supamary frames in said video 

6 program; 

7 transmitting saidl video program comprising said 

8 summary frames over a media; and 

9 displaying said video program comprising said 
10 summary frames on a scrl^n. 
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14. A method for inf< 
a video program in prc^jibess 
further comprising the/steps 



displaying a videl^i 



a viewer of the content of 
as recited in claim 13, 



segment corresponding to a 
when said summary frame is 



program when said video 



particular summary frame 
selected by a viewer; an] 
resuming said video 
segment has finished. 

15. A method for informing a viewer of the content of 
a video program in progretss as recited in claim 13, 
comprising the steps of: 

hyperlinking to a corresponding portion in said 
video program when a particular suitimary frame is 
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6 selected by a vieweri; and 

7 playing said vipeo program from said corresponding 

8 portion in said video program. 



1 16. A method for informing a viewer of the content of a 

2 video program in progress as recited in claim 13, 

3 comprising the step of continuing to display said 

4 summary frames when said video program is preempted. 
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17 • A method for informing a viewer of the content of 
a video program in progress as recited in claim 13 , 



wherein said selecting 



designating said first 
scanning a next fr 



step comprises the steps of: 



scanning a first frame of said video and 



frame as a key frame; 
ime in said video; 
comparing said next frame to said keyframe with a 
difference function, / 1\ > 

if a result of s^idWif f erence function is 
negative scanning anothar\ frame in said video, 

if said result off| slaid difference function is 
true, then designating said next frame as said key 
frame; 

comparing said 
currently being displayec 
difference; and 

replacing said lone with a smallest .difference 
with said key frame. 



key frame with summary frames 
A to find one with a smallest 



18. A method for informling 
a video program in 
further comprising the 

writing selected frames 



progress 



stsps 



a viewer of the content of 
as recited in claim 13, 
of: 

from said selecting step 
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in a row direction 

reading said 
column direction to 
displayed on said sicreen. 



Df a table; 
selected frames from said table in a 
interleave said summary frames 



19 • A method for 
of a video program 
wherein said step o 
comprising said su: 
placing said video 
designated windows! 



informing a viewer of the content 
Ln progress as recited in claim 13 
displaying said video program 
ry frames on a screen comprises 
ogram and said summary frames in 
/^aid screen. 



20, A method for informing a viewer of the content 

of a video program p-n progress as recited in claim 13 
wherein said video program and said video program in 
progress are on different channels. 
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